
JIGSAW LESSON PACK (Ready to Print) 

Topic: Language and Society in Youth Culture (Ages 16–18) 

 

PART 1: STUDENT WORKSHEETS 

Worksheet 1: Warm-Up 

Think – Pair – Share 

1. How does the way you speak show who you are? ………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………… 

2. Do young people speak differently than adults? Give examples. 
………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………… 

 

Worksheet 2: Expert Group Task Sheet 

Your Topic: __________________________ 

Step 1: Read & Understand 

Write 3–5 key ideas: 

• ………………………………………… 

• ………………………………………… 

• ………………………………………… 

• ………………………………………… 

Step 2: Key Vocabulary 

Write 3 important words + definitions: 1. __________________ = __________________________ 2. 
__________________ = __________________________ 3. __________________ = 
__________________________ 

Step 3: Real-Life Example 

Give one example from your life or media: ………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Prepare to Teach 

Explain your topic in SIMPLE English (max 5 sentences): ………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………… 

Step 5: Discussion Question 

Write ONE question for your group: ………………………………………………………………… 

 



Worksheet 3: Home Group Summary Grid 

Topic Key Idea Example Why It Matters 

Sociolinguistics    

Linguistic Worldview    

Inclusive Language    

Anglicisms    

Future of Languages    

 

Worksheet 4: Group Project 

Main Question: 

How is youth language changing society today—and what might happen in the future? 

Your Group Answer: 

1. Main idea: ………………………………………… 

2. Connections between topics: ………………………………………… 

3. Examples: ………………………………………… 

4. Prediction for the future: ………………………………………… 

 

Worksheet 5: Exit Ticket 

1. One new thing I learned: ………………………………………… 

2. One question I still have: ………………………………………… 

 

PART 2: SIMPLIFIED READING TEXTS 

1. Sociolinguistics in Youth Life 

Young people often use language to show who they are. They use slang, new words, and different styles 
when talking to friends. Language can show group identity, for example gamers, students, or online 
communities. Social media also changes how young people speak and write. 

 

2. Linguistic Worldview 

Language can influence how we see the world. For example, some languages have many words for colors or 
emotions. This can change how people notice and think about things. This idea is called the Sapir-Whorf 
hypothesis. 

 



3. Inclusive Language 

Inclusive language tries to include everyone and avoid discrimination. For example, instead of saying 
“fireman,” people say “firefighter.” It also includes gender-neutral language like “they” instead of “he/she.” 
This helps people feel respected. 

 

4. Anglicisms in Youth Language 

Many young people use English words in everyday speech, like “cool,” “challenge,” or “cringe.” This happens 
because of the internet, music, and movies. Some people think this is natural, others worry it changes 
national languages too much. 

 

5. Future of National Languages 

Some languages are disappearing because fewer people speak them. English is becoming very global. 
However, many people try to protect their languages through education and culture. Technology can both 
help and harm languages. 

 

PART 3: TEACHER SCRIPT (STEP-BY-STEP) 

0–20 min: Warm-Up 

Teacher says: “Today we will explore how language shapes our lives and identity.” 

Ask students: 

• How do you speak with friends vs teachers? 

• Why do you think language changes? 

Students complete Worksheet 1. 

 

20–30 min: Form Groups 

• Create groups of 5 

• Assign each student one topic 

Say: “You will become an expert in one topic and teach others.” 

 

30–90 min: Expert Groups 

Students move into expert groups. 

Teacher instructions: “Read your text, complete Worksheet 2, and prepare to teach your topic.” 

Monitor and support. 



 

90–100 min: Break 

 

100–160 min: Home Groups Teaching 

Students return to original groups. 

Teacher says: “Each of you will teach your topic. Others listen and complete the table.” 

Students complete Worksheet 3. 

 

160–190 min: Group Project 

Teacher says: “Now connect all ideas and answer the main question.” 

Students complete Worksheet 4. 

 

190–220 min: Presentations 

Each group presents. 

Teacher encourages: 

• clear speaking 

• examples 

• teamwork 

 

220–240 min: Reflection 

Class discussion: 

• Is English a threat? 

• Should language change? 

Students complete Exit Ticket. 

 

 

PART 4: EXPERT GROUP RESOURCE PACKS (WITH LINKS) 

Instructions for Teacher: 

• Print one pack per student OR share digitally 

• Optionally generate QR codes using a free QR generator (e.g. qr-code-generator.com) 

 



GROUP 1: Sociolinguistics in Youth Life 

 

 

1. TED Talk: “Txtng is killing language. JK!!!” (John McWhorter) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/john_mcwhorter_txtng_is_killing_language_jk 

2. BBC Future: Why do teenagers use slang? https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20160310-why-do-
teenagers-use-slang 

3. CrashCourse Linguistics #2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yLXNzDUH58 

4. British Council – Teenagers and language https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/study-
break/magazine-zone/teenagers-and-language 

 

GROUP 2: Linguistic Worldview 

 



 

1. TED Talk: How language shapes the way we think (Lera Boroditsky) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the_way_we_think 

2. National Geographic article https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/does-language-
shape-thought 

3. BBC Ideas video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKK7wGAYP6k 

4. The Guardian article https://www.theguardian.com/science/2018/jul/23/does-language-shape-how-
we-think 

 

GROUP 3: Inclusive Language 

 

 

 

1. TED Talk: The power of “they” (Katy Steinmetz) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/katy_steinmetz_the_power_of_they 

2. UN Guidelines https://www.un.org/en/gender-inclusive-language/ 

3. BBC Ideas video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iG7V6y7sX8 



4. British Council article https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar/b1-b2-grammar/inclusive-
language 

GROUP 4: Anglicisms in Youth Language 

 

 

1. TED-Ed video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qT8ZYewYEY 

2. BBC article https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20150605-why-do-we-use-so-many-english-words 

3. CrashCourse Linguistics (Language Change) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hZc8bF0Xf8 

4. The Guardian article https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/may/13/english-words-
global-language 

 



GROUP 5: Future of National Languages 

 

 

1. TED Talk: Don’t insist on English! (Patricia Ryan) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/patricia_ryan_don_t_insist_on_english 

2. UNESCO Atlas http://www.unesco.org/languages-atlas/ 

3. BBC Ideas video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8I9zq2m2x9I 

4. National Geographic article https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/saving-
endangered-languages 

 

 

PART 5: GUIDED QUESTIONS (FOR EACH RESOURCE) 

GROUP 1: Sociolinguistics 

TED Talk (McWhorter) 

• What does the speaker say about texting and language change? 
• Do you agree that texting is creative? Why/why not? 

BBC Article 

• Why do teenagers use slang? 
• How does slang show group identity? 

CrashCourse Video 



• What is sociolinguistics? 
• Give one example of language variation. 

British Council 

• How do teenagers communicate differently online vs offline? 
• What influences youth language? 

 

GROUP 2: Linguistic Worldview 

TED Talk (Boroditsky) 

• Give one example of how language affects thinking. 
• What surprised you most? 

National Geographic 

• What is linguistic relativity? 
• Does language fully control thought? Explain. 

BBC Ideas 

• Do people think differently in different languages? 
• Give one example from the video. 

The Guardian 

• What arguments support the idea that language shapes thought? 
• Do you agree? Why? 

 

GROUP 3: Inclusive Language 

TED Talk (Steinmetz) 

• Why is the word “they” important? 
• How can language include or exclude people? 

UN Guidelines 

• Give two examples of inclusive language. 
• Why is inclusive language important in society? 

BBC Ideas 

• How does language influence equality? 



• What changes are suggested? 

British Council 

• What is gender-neutral language? 
• Give examples. 

 

GROUP 4: Anglicisms 

TED-Ed Video 

• Why did English become global? 
• What factors helped spread it? 

BBC Article 

• Why do other languages borrow English words? 
• Is this positive or negative? 

CrashCourse Video 

• What is language change? 
• Give one example of borrowing. 

The Guardian 

• What concerns exist about English influence? 
• Do you share these concerns? 

 

GROUP 5: Future of Languages 

TED Talk (Patricia Ryan) 

• Why does the speaker criticize global English? 
• What risks does she mention? 

UNESCO Atlas 

• What is an endangered language? 
• Find one example. 

BBC Ideas 

• What happens when a language dies? 
• Why is it important to protect languages? 



National Geographic 

• How can languages be saved? 
• Give one real-life example. 

 

END OF MATERIALS 
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